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The Hillsdale County Emergency Management Office recognizes the valuable services available from the Amateur Radio Community in times of local crisis.  No other communications service offers the flexibility and capability of dedicated and trained “HAM” radio operators.

To that end the HCEM office in conjunction with the ARRL appointed local Emergency Coordinator has established the following policies for membership in the Hillsdale County Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services (RACES) unit.
Persons wishing to participate in the RACES program for Hillsdale County must:
1. Hold a valid Amateur Radio license issued by the FCC (any class).

2. Complete an application for membership and submit to the local ARRL Emergency Coordinator (EC) for review and forwarding with recommendation to the local Emergency Management office.

3. Pass a criminal background check.

4. Meet the minimum training requirements as established by the EC and the 

local Emergency Management Coordinator (EMC) which at present include:

· Completion of the IS-022, and IS-5A for issuance of the initial Card. 
· Completion of the IS100, IS 200, IS 700 and IS 800 to be eligible for renewal upon expiration of the first card.

· Regular Attendance at local training meetings.
· Credit may be given for related training taken outside the county if approved by the EC in advance.
· Completion of at least one Independent Study FEMA course annually.
· Submission of documentation on all training to EC for inclusion in RACES files at Emergency Management.
5. Membership and active participation in the ARRL ARES program on a local level for a period of six months prior to submission of RACES membership application and continued active participation thereafter.

· Active participation is defined as regular attendance at all scheduled ARES meetings and training sessions.  Refer to ARES policies for membership requirements 
· Attend and/or participate in traffic nets, field day events, Simulated Emergency Tests (SET), and other drills as scheduled.

6. Exceptions to these requirements will be made on a case-by-case basis after review by the local EC in coordination with the EMC.
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